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27east reaches about 110,000 readers and
receives about 1.4 million page views

27east.com

easthamptonstar.com

The East Hampton Star has digital
visitors totaling 772,200 and 3.4 million
views annually

hamptons.com

Hamptons.com has a 1.5 million year-round readership,
with 55% of readership in the New York Metro area, and
14% international

newsday.com

Newsday has a 1.1 million weekly audience
and 4.6 million monthly unique visitors

HAMPTONS has a circulation of 40,000–
50,000

HAMPTONS is recognized as the preeminent
voice of the Hamptons, reaching prestigious
consumers as the essential weekly read

hamptons-magazine.com

danspapers.com

Dan’s Papers has the largest ABC Audited circulation of any publication
on the East End and in the Hamptons year-round. Distributed from
Manhattan to Montauk, Dan’s Papers is the authoritative voice on what to
do, where to stay, and where to play on the North and South forks
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Southampton Press - Press
newspapers have the largest circulation
of any newspaper group in the
Hamptons
27east (online publisher of Southampton
Press) reaches about 110,000 readers
and receives about 1.4 million page
views
Liz Brodar of the White Fences Inn In Water Mill and Heather McCormack of The Baker House in East Hampton in bed with a good book and Bailey.

DANA SHAW

No Better Excuse To Stay In Bed
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BY ANNETTE HINKLE

ozying up with a good novel on a
chilly night is a favorite activity for
many East End residents in the quieter months of the year. But it’s not
often that readers have an opportunity to hang out with the authors
of their favorite books and listen to
them discuss plotlines, share insights
or simply engage in conversation about the writing process.

Hamptons Bedside Reading Weekend brings together
authors and avid reads at South Fork inns
But that’s exactly what “Hamptons Bedside
Reading Weekend” is all about. Running March
1 through 3, the three-day event will take place at
five different inns from Water Mill to East Hampton where five accomplished authors from the
Tall Poppy Writers, a collective of female writers

Helping Kids Tap

who publish in a range of genres, will take part in
five different events.
The weekend promises to be a literary-minded escape from the winter weather and it kicks
off with a welcome cocktail event on Friday evening, March 1, at Bridgehampton’s Topping Rose

House with Amy Impellizzeri, the author of “Why
We Lie,” and ends with a farewell book signing
and refreshments on Sunday afternoon, March 3,
featuring Sandra Block, the author of “What Happened That Night” at the Maidstone Hotel in East
Hampton. In between will be three more authors
with events at Water Mill’s White Fences Inn, and
The 1770 House and The Baker House 1650, both
in East Hampton.
The idea for Hamptons Bedside Reading WeekSee BEDSIDE, Page B4

BEDSIDE: South Fork Inns Welcome
Authors And Readers For Weekend
FROM PAGE B1

end came from Liz Brodar, who
co-owns White Fences Inn with
her husband, Eric. She was
looking to find a way to bring
guests to her business for an
off-season stay.
“We are a destination for the
summertime, but in winter no
one markets you,” Ms. Brodar
said during an interview in the
living room at White Fences
Inn. “Since we’re struggling to
entice guests to come out now
and March is National Reading
Month, I thought maybe Jane
can get some authors to participate.”
She’s referring to Jane
Ubell-Meyer, the founder of
Bedside Reading, a Stamford,
Connecticut-based company
that distributes books to luxury hotel properties around the
country, including the East End.
For seven weekends each summer, Ms. Ubell-Meyer comes
down to the South Fork with
tote bags, each containing five
new books, that she distributes
to eight inns across the South
Fork, including White Fences.
Each week, the bags are filled
with a new selection of best
sellers, fiction, nonfiction, children’s, business or lifestyle titles
and the books are given to each

tional Film Festival.”
But hosting a book event in
the off-season is a new concept,
and because White Fences Inn
has only five guest rooms, Ms.
Brodar reached out to the other
South Fork inns to see if they,
too, would like to host an author event over the weekend to
build on the theme and fill their
rooms as well.
“Liz called me for something that could expand over
the years. It could be impactful to the whole economy,” Ms.
Ubell-Meyer said. “We’re starting now and will see how we can
help the economy in the Hamptons and create a substantial
and meaningful experience for
people for a great weekend.”
“These people are readers,”
she added. “They’re always looking for what’s the next book.”
For author Amy Impellizzeri,
the next book and the one she’ll
be discussing and signing as
part of Bedside Reading Weekend is “Why We Lie,” a political
thriller set in Washington, D.C.
“The timing is fabulous,” Ms.
Impellizzeri said by phone when
reached at her home in Philadelphia. “On March 5 my book
is coming out, so it will available
in the Hamptons first.”
In writing her fictional works,
Ms. Impellizzeri often turns to

That, ultimately, is the goal
of Hamptons Bedside Reading
Weekend. Ms. Ubell-Meyer sees
the event as a great girls weekend getaway and a marvelous
way for readers and authors to
bond.
“So many people are interested in writing,” she said. “Maybe
we can get a workshop at some
point where the authors come
in and we fill the place. Usually, they love to talk and teach …
These are best-selling authors
and they are all great women.
All five have been in my program over the summer.”
As an authors collective, the
Tall Poppy Writers was founded
in 2015 by Wisconsin resident
and USA Today best-selling author Ann Garvin. Ms. Impellizzeri describes the group of
45 accomplished women writers as a social media club of
sorts that ultimately became a
business.
“Some of us individually have
partnered with Bedside Reading to have our books placed in
various hotels,” Ms. Impellizzeri said. “When Jane was talking
about this weekend, she was
going to invite other authors
and I thought: ‘Wait a minute,
we have a lot of Tall Poppy Writers who are in Bedside Reading.
Let’s make it a Poppy event.’”

THE BOOKS,
THE AUTHORS,
THE EVENTS
Friday, March 1
“Meet & Mingle” cocktail
welcome at Topping Rose
House, Bridgehampton
(toppingrosehouse.com)
6 to 8 p.m.
Author Amy Impellizzeri signing “Why We Lie”
Saturday, March 2
“Time for Tea” Plain T tea tasting at White Fences Inn,
Water Mill (whitefenceswatermill.com) 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Author Kristy Woodson Harvey
signing “The Secret of
Southern Charm”
“Coffee Break with Hampton
Coffee” at 1770 House, East
Hampton (1770house.com)
2 to 4 p.m.
Author Amy Reichert signing
“The Optimist’s Guide to
Letting Go”
“Splash of Champagne” cocktail party at The Baker
House 1650, East Hampton
(bakerhouse1650.com) 5 to
7 p.m.
Author Kelly Simmons signing
“The Fifth of July”
Sunday, March 3
Farewell book signing with light
refreshments, The Maidstone Hotel (themaidstone.
com) noon to 2 p.m.
Author Sandra Block signing “What Happened That
Night”

and the books are given to each
hotel guest as they check in or
are placed in their rooms upon
arrival. Guests are encouraged
to read the books at the inn, at
the beach or even take them
home with them at the end of
their stay if they like.
The concept, explained Ms.
Ubell-Meyer during a recent
weekend visit to White Fences,
is all about promoting books
and helping authors find new
audiences to reinforce their
brand.
“We have a modest fee for
publishers and authors, and
we market the books through
social media,” Ms. Ubell-Meyer explained. “What Liz will
do is take the bags and photograph the books and post them,
hashtag ‘Bedside Reading’ and
the authors, and connect the
dots.
“It’s really a marketing tool for
the books and publishers,” Ms.
Ubell-Meyer added, noting that
some authors have seen their
book’s popularity rise greatly
on Amazon simply based on its
placement in the summer reading program. “We come here
on Wednesday and sometimes
stay over just to relax and go to
a pool and then we drive home
back to Stamford. This is our
summer routine. I haven’t had a
summer off in 18 years.
“Our season is 100 days,” she
said. “It’s been extended to include the last weekend in September because the hotels get
filled for the Hamptons Interna-

Ms. Impellizzeri often turns to
her real-life decadelong career
as a lawyer in fleshing out storylines and characters.
“I write like a lawyer. I handle
plotting and storylines that way
and I close the loops the way
I wrote briefs,” she explained.
“My first two books were not
legal books, though there were
lawyers in the background. I was
a civil litigator, it was not sexy.
My third novel was a legal thriller, though I’m not in criminal
law.”
A tale of greed, politics, and
power, “Why We Lie” delves into
the #metoo movement and the
world of powerful political men
who have long been given a pass
on criminal behavior while their
victims have struggled to be
heard.
Ms. Impellizzeri explained that
she was working on the book for
a number of years. Though she
didn’t intentionally set out to
write a novel with a contemporary theme, current events
dictated that the fiction began
reflecting reality.
“Having worked for a big law
firm and with a lot of opinions
on how women are treated in
that world, when the #metoo
movement gained steam it
was conspicuous how violated
women were,” Ms. Impellizzeri said. “There are a lot of sides
in this book—a woman haunted
by a false accusation, another
haunted by her past. Hopefully,
it will generate a lot of conversations.”

Let’s make it a Poppy event.’”
The other four authors taking
part in the weekend are Kelly
Simmons, Sandra Block, Kristy
Woodson Harvey and Amy Reichert and they will be traveling
to the East End from Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and North Carolina.
Like their geographic diversity, the women’s novels run the
gamut in terms of theme and
plotline. What unites them as
Tall Poppy Writers is the type of
literature they produce.
“I think the best way to categorize us is as writers who
write book club fiction,” Ms.
Impellizzeri said. “That might
be thriller or contemporary romance, but the majority of the
writing is what we call book club
fiction. We also have our online slumber party called Bloom
with 8,000 readers. Every week,
a Tall Poppy member takes over
and talks about books.”
Each fall, the Tall Poppy Writers get together at their annual “Poppy Con,” usually in New
York or Chicago, as their membership is clustered primarily in
the Midwest and the East Coast.
“Amy Reichert, who’s coming
to the Hamptons event, is the
chef among us,” Ms. Impellizzeri said. “She writes a lot about
food, so she cooks for all of us.”
She also admits that, even
though it’s winter, the writers
are all very excited about coming to the Hamptons for the
weekend.
“That was the draw,” Ms.

ing “What Happened That
Night”

Impellizzeri said. “The other
women said the same thing.
We thought this would be fabulous.”
When asked if she expects
that the audience for Hamptons Bedside Reading Weekend
will be primarily female, Ms.
Impellizzeri noted that while
it’s likely, it’s not entirely out
of the realm of possibility that
there are gentlemen in the mix
as well.
“Our demographics are largely women, but we don’t market exclusively to women,” she
said. “We are five authors who
have male readers. I always
laugh when a man picks up one
of our books and says: ‘My wife
had it. I was surprised to see it
was for men too.’”
“But it’s true. Women buy
most of the books in this genre.”
Though the event is geared toward East End inns, local residents are invited to take part
in Hamptons Bedside Reading
Weekend too. Tickets for all five
author events, including books,
are $100 at eventbrite.com.
Books will be available at the
signings.
For guests staying at one of the
five participating inns, the fivebook and event package is $150,
which includes a $100 dining
credit at a local restaurant and a
gift bag. Accommodations start
at $615 for a two-night stay.
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The Independent receives about 474
unique visitors and 995 page views per
day
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Hamptons Authors Weekend
on Social Media

@bedsidereading
3.1 K

@bedsidereading
3.1 K

@southampton_inn
1.3 K

@1770house
1.5 K

@bakerhouse1650
14.1 K

@whitefencesinnwatermill
1K

@whitefencesinnwatermill
1K

Tall Poppies Authors
Social Coverage

@amyimpellizzeri

@aereichert

@kellyasimmons

@kellyasimmons

@kristywharvey

Press + Social Media Impressions Recap
Source

Circulation/Following

27east (+Southampton Press)

52,290 monthly visitors
110,000 readers circulation

East Hampton Star

29,700 monthly visitors

Hamptons.com

116,280 monthly visitors

Newsday

2,975,340 monthly visitors
437,000 readers circulation

HAMPTONS

6,960 monthly visitors

Dan’s Papers

65,160 monthly visitors

Bedside Reading (Instagram)

3.1 K followers

Southampton Inn (Instagram)

1.3 K followers

Bakerhouse 1650 (Instagram)

14.1 K followers

White Fences Inn (Instagram)

1 K followers

Amy Impellizzeri (Instagram)

1.1 K followers

Amy Reichert (Instagram)

1.3 K followers

Kelly Simmons (Instagram)

1 K followers

Kristy Harvey (Instagram)

40.2 K followers

